
 

No one left the 2010 Chamber Appreciation Banquet without a smile!!  Such a good 

time was had by all!  Guest Speaker, Mike Lightfoot, Head Bethel College Boys Basket-

ball Coach,  had the crowd in stitches and still conveyed a great message about  letting 

the hard times in your life cause “Intimidation, Devastation or MOTIVATION!”.  The 

record crowd of 250+ people stood proud as  Steve   Hunsberger of Kelwood       

Cabinetry, sang his touching rendition of the National Anthem and the delicious  

Nelson’s meal was blessed by Mark Mikel. 
 

Emcee, Ed Kinney always has a few stories in his “pocket” 

for the evening and to keep with tradition, one must be 

directed to Chamber President, Nadine Lengacher, who 

doesn’t tell a bad story herself!   

 

I must say, “The “Community” atmosphere at the Banquet 

this year was awesome!  First off, was the large group 

from Horizon coming to celebrate together, then Ed    

having done business with Scott Tuttle and Marion 

Schrock over the years, and the memories of NWHS that 

surfaced as Educator of the Year, Rita Harnish shared with 

the crowd.  It was very relational!”     

 

Annual Chamber Banquet Full Of Laughter! 
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U P C O M I N G     

A C T I V I T I E S :  

 Fall Lamp Post 

Decorating  

contest  

October 4th 

 Scarecrow with 

a Mission     

Contest Oct. 4 

thru Nov 1st.  

 Pumpkin Tree 

Topping  

October 7th 

1:30 PM 

 Town           

Halloween 

Party   

October 30th 

7 PM Down-

town (unless 

bad weather)  

 

 

 

WAKARUSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

Mark Your  

Calendar 

Nadine waits graciously as Ed’s story progresses... 

Time to make your 

2011 Maple Syrup 

Festival Sponsorship 

Commitments!!   

Payment isn’t due 

until March 2011!  

Call the Chamber 

Office if you have not 

received a letter! 
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C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Past Wakarusa 
Educators of 

the Year:  
Year 
2009 Molly Brown 
2008 Marsha Hummel 
2007 Ann Sauceda 
2006 Louis Bonacorsi 
2005 Steve Neff 
2004 Shirley Hoffer 
2003 Jackie Stubbs 
2002       Gail Greenlee  
 
Past : New Businesses 
2009   My Mechanic 
2008   New to You 
2007   none this year 
2006   DeMartini RV    
           Sales 
2005   Whatnots 
2004   Grandma's Pantry 
2003   Glen's Tire 
2002   Happy Days Café 
  

Randy Lawson received the “Friend of the Chamber” award.  Randy IS a friend to 

everyone, a quiet presence at the Middle School demonstrating a great role model 
to the children and being a great friend to the staff.  He is VERY MUCH appreciated 

for all his efforts with the Chamber Halloween Party, Ice Cream Social and Maple 

Syrup Festival!   

 

Rita Harnish was the 2010 Wakarusa Chamber Educator of the Year.   She teaches 

Biology, Honors Chemistry, Biochemistry, Physics, AP  Chemistry,  Physical Science 

and Earth Science.  Over the past ten years, 63% of her students have qualified 

for college credit by passing the Chemistry AP test.    

 

Small, Medium and Large Business Award recipients:  

GVC Mortgage, KeyBank and Horizon Transport.   
 

GVC Mortgage is a full service mortgage BANKER that brings over 30 years of com-

bined mortgage experience to their Wakarusa Office.  Tim Weldy is the Principal Man-

ager and Certified Mortgage Loan ORIGINATOR and has been in the business for 12 

years.  Jennifer Cripe is also a Certified Mortgage Loan Originator at GVC.   

 

The Wakarusa Branch of KEYBANK has been located on Wakarusa’s downtown 

square for over 125 years.  The friendly faces we see at KEYBANK have over 116 

years of banking experience and include Scott Mattern, Pam Geyer, Melanie Weldy, 

Danielle Adams and Joyce Homes.  KEYBANK participates in many community func-

tions.    

 

Horizon Transport remains family owned and operated by their son, Marion 

Schrock who purchased the company in 2004.  From their humble beginnings with 10 

drivers, Horizon now has an independent contractor base of 1,400.  Horizon trans-

ports New RV’s, General Freight, Small Vehicles and Mobile Homes.   They stress 

SAFETY FIRST and conduct weekly Defensive Driving Courses accredited by the State 

of Indiana.  

 

New Chamber Business Award:  Livin’ Lite RV 

Wakarusa Native, Scott Tuttle moved production to Wakarusa in 2008 and seen much 

growth!  Partnering with JEEP and extending his line has earned him a spot in Inc. 

Magazines TOP 500!  Livin’ Lite’s all aluminum, ultra lite trailers and campers are the 

wave of the future RV’rs.  

A collection of   

2005 Autographed 

“Chase for the Cup” 

NASCAR Caps were won 

by Brad Lawson at the 

Chamber Banquet! 

 

CONGRATS!!! 

 

Thanks to Ed Kinney 

for donating them.   

FRIEND OF THE CHAMBER: 

Randy Lawson, NorthWood 

Middle School; NEW CHAM-

BER BUSINESS: Scott Tuttle, 

Livinô Lite RV; CHAMBER 

BUSINESS AWARDS: 

Keybank, Danielle Adams, 

Scott Mattern, Pam Geyer; 

GVC Mortgage, Tim Weldy; 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR: 

Rita Harnish, NorthWood 

High School; LARGE BUSI-

NESS AWARD: Horizon 

Transport, Marion Schrock 



 
Your Business’s Name DISPLAYED 

DOWNTOWN FREE FOR Over A One Month!! 
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Well, you have a little cost in the supplies but you could WIN $$$.   

1st place $75.00, 2nd ($50.00) 3rd ($25.00).  Lots of people come to 

town to see our FALL BEAUTY!  I have 6 Posts left—Let me know if 

you’d like to decorate one!!!   

ALSO LOOKING FOR  
“SCARECROWS WITH A MISSION” 

You are invited to participate in the 1st ŚƁƁƈŴſ MŬŶŴƅŸŶƅƂƊ ƊżƇŻ Ŵ ŦżƆƆżƂƁN contest in Downtown Wakarusa.   This con-
test will be held from October 4th thru November 1st ƈƆżƁź ƇŻŸ MƀƂƁŸƌ ŽŴƅN ƉƂƇżƁź ƀŸƇŻƂŷ.   The Scarecrows will line N. 
Elkhart Street. Photos of each scarecrow will be placed in various businesses and at the Wakarusa Chamber Office, 
where people can cast their monetary vote.  The winner will then receive 60% of the money collected for their Mission.   
Registration forms are due by ASAPQcall, email or go online!!! 
 
The Chamber will provide the sticks and some straw for stuffing.   
Guidelines are as follows: 

Scarecrows are to represent your MISSION or celebrate the fall harvest season ~ not Halloween  (keep in mind 
P these are displayed OUTSIDE) 

Scarecrows are to be only as tall as the sticks provided allow 
The contest is open to individuals, groups and businesses in support of a non-profit cause such as mission trips, 

family in-need, non-profit society or organization, church, etc. 
Scarecrows must be family friendly and tasteful 
Scarecrows may be delivered to the Chamber Office September 27 thru October 1st and will be displayed on N. 

Elkhart Street Monday, October 4th. 
Contest ends November 1st  
Winner is determined by monetary vote and winner receives 60% of all collected funds. 
ŞƋŻżŵżƇƂƅƆ ƁŸŸŷ ƇƂ ƆƈŵƀżƇ ŷŸƇŴżſŸŷ ūŞŠŢŬŭūŚŭŢŨŧ şŨūŦ ŴŵƂƈƇ ƇŻŸ MŦżƆƆżƂƁN ƇŻŸ ƆŶŴƅŸŶƅƂƊ ƅŸƃƅŸƆŸƁƇƆ ŴƁŷ ƇŻŸ 
MŬƃƂƁƆƂƅN ƆƂ ƇŻŸ ŜŻŴƀŵŸƅ ŶŴƁ ŴƁƆƊŸƅ ƄƈŸƆƇżƂƁƆ ŴƁŷ ƈƆŸ żƁ ƃƅƂƀƂƇżƂƁŴſ ŶŴƀƃŴżźƁ.  

The Town of Wakarusa and/or the Chamber will not be held responsible for any damage to individual displays 
ŭŻŸ ŜŻŴƀŵŸƅ Ɗżſſ ƃƅƂƉżŷŸ Ŵ ƆżźƁ ŹƂƅ ŸŴŶŻ ƆŶŴƅŸŶƅƂƊ żƁŷżŶŴƇżƁź ƇŻŸ MŦżƆƆżƂƁN ŴƁŷ ƇŻŸ MŬƃƂƁƆƂƅN.   

Community Playground  

Unveils New òDonor Boardó 

Appreciation is still in the air one year after the completion of 

Wakarusaõs Community Built Playground .  Shown beside the new 

donor board are Jim Siegmann from Elkhart Co. Community Foun-
dation and Sylvia Benjamin, fundraiser chair of Project Play-

ground.  The new Donor Board and playground as a whole has 

been enhanced with a bronze sculpture of children playing,  pe-

rimeter lighting to extend park hours and landscaping.  The 

playground has been loved by children and now can be used 

from morning to night with the new lighting.   

Torn, Tattered and Weathered Flags wanted!  

A Veterans Funeral Care Organization will use flags 

for veterans choosing cremation.   

Drop off at Chamber Office.   



 

www.wakarusachamber.com  
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Jon’s wife is going to receive a wonderful birthday gift this year…..  As Jon’s 

ticket was the lucky one drawn from the “bag” of 490 tickets!   

 

This Quilt Tradition is a favorite prize every year!!  Celebrating our Quilt 

Mural and Quilt Garden!   

 

Thanks to Jeanette’s Fabric Boutique for putting the quilts together for us, 

displaying and selling tickets each year!!!    

You are Also Invited to 
the Indiana Chamber 
21st Annual Awards 

Dinner 
November 9, 2010 

Tables of 10 ($1200.00) 
$120.00 pp 

www.indianachamber.com  

Jon Flickinger wins QUILT MURAL QUILT!! 

[ŀōƻǊ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘ ƛƴ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ [ŀōƻǊ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

Join other Michiana Chamber members at the Concord Mall Community Room on Thursday, September 30, at 8:00 

ŀΦƳΦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƭŀōƻǊΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ 

and why it matters to the business community.  The Goshen Chamber, in cooperation with other Michiana Chambers, 

have been visiting regularly with our Congressional delegation in Washington to share our thoughts and concerns 

about a variety of issues being considered by Congress that would impact the ability of local businesses to be successful 

and grow area jobs. These are issues that should form the foundation of the questions that you ask candidates running 

for the opportunity to represent you in the upcoming fall election. 
  
Ted Phileger, Senior Counsel for the Workforce Freedom Initiative, with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce will discuss 

how issues such as Card Check, appointments to the National Labor Relations Board, increased regulation, and aggres-

sive enforcement by OHSA and other agencies are major impediments to economic growth and job creation. It is im-

portant that you are aware of these and other labor relations issues that could impact our community and business 

throughout Indiana and the Nation. 
  
There is no charge to Chamber members for this important membership forum which will be held in the Community 

Room at Concord Mall on Thursday, September 30, at 8:00 a.m.  To register, call the GOSHEN Chamber office at 574-

533-2102.  

Invitation from Goshen Chamber: 


