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UPCOMING   

ACTIVITIES: 

¶ January 16 -  MSF 

Committee Meeting 

6:15 PM -  Chamber 

Office 

¶ January 19 -  Golf 

Outing Committee 

Meeting  Noon-   

Wakarusa Chamber  

Golf Outing JUNE 19 

¶ VALENTINES DAY 

Make your  

reservations at 

Millerùs for Prime Rib 

Dinner and  

Entertainment  

$25/couple  

¶ March 20 - 23 Maple 

Syrup Educational 

Days 

¶ April 20 & 21 ~ 43rd 

Annual Maple Syrup 

Festival 

 

 

 

WAKARUSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Mark Your  

Calendar ñChangesò taking Place at 2012 Maple Syrup Festival  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The first meeting of the Wakarusa Maple Syrup Festival Committee consisted of much     
discussion over FESTIVAL SET-UP but ended with a good plan that settled well with all.  

Todd Scheets, Chair stated, ñAll we can do is try it for a year and see how it goes.    Moving 

the food vendors into the Library parking lot 2 years ago turned out to be a great plan but 
we couldnôt have known until we tried.ò  The decision to replace the kiddie carnival rides 

with a ñEuro Bungee Bouncy Landò opens up a half block of space on East Waterford Street 
as they will occupy the 2nd half of the block instead of the first half. This added space will 

help tremendously in facilitating our large number of craft and commercial vendors.  Adding 
a second entertainment tent on the recently demolished gravel lot on West Waterford  will 

also utilize that space that remained desolate during much of the festival in previous years.  

New Craft Vendor Chair, Tina Bonne believes, ñThe 2nd entertainment tent is the draw 
needed at the end of that block to make craft vendors placed on West Waterford happyò.    

The idea of adding a ñFood Tentò in 2011 turned out to be brilliant, giving all the rain we 
experienced, and placing it at the end of the entertainment tent allowed people to sit and 

eat while enjoying the performances.  This year the entertainment tent will be moved to the 

other side of the food tent.  Entertainment Chair, Jenny Neely, expressed the need for more 
space   behind the scenes for entertainers to park and unload, so the 2012 Entertainment 

Tent stage will be in front of the Keybank drive thru area.  With the additional space created 
for Craft Vendors, the parade route will be opened up by only placing vendors on 1 side of 

the street on West Waterford and South Elkhart.    
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43rd Maple Syrup Festival ..continued 
The List Keeps  
Growing (48) ~  

Goal is 55!  

2012 Maple Syrup  

Sponsors: 

Spike and the Bulldogs will be back this year along with all the local favorites!   

Adding a Tractor Show is in the works and the new ñBouncy Landò will be fun for all ages!      
Volunteers are still needed for the Information Booth and Queen Parade Float!   

The FREE FACTOR is BACK!  So much to do for FREE! 

                       Free ~ Kettle Popped Popcorn 
                                         Sponsored by Interra Credit Union 

Free ~ Parade 

Sponsored by Anglemeyer Osteopathic Family Medicine 

Free ~ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  ~  Spike & The Bulldogs 

 

Sponsored by Seifert Drugs (Wakarusa) 

Diamond 

Anglemeyer Osteopathic Family Medicine 

Dr. Robert & Mrs. Abel 

WaNee Medical Walk-In Clinic 

Richmond's Feed Service 

Seifert Drugs 

Wakarusa Electronics   

Silver 

J&N Stone 

Wakarusa Subway 

Alliance Marketing Group 

Frontier Communications 

Miller's Senior Living 

Monaco RV, LLC 

Schwartz Electric     

Utilimaster 

Wakarusa Pro Hardware  

Interra Credit Union 

McCormick Motors 

Bronze 

Dr. Weldys & Associates 

Glen's Tire 

Henschen Oil Co. 

Loucks & Weaver CPA 

OSMC 

Rieth Rohrer Ehret Leinhart Funeral Home 

Thompson-Lengacher & Yoder Funeral Home 

Yellow Creek Gravel 

Wakarusa Family Chiropractic 

Waky U-Store    

Montieth Tire 

Schmidt Furniture & Cabinetry  
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C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

2012 Maple Syrup  

Sponsors 

Continued 

LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT ~  Younger Generation ~ 
Dawning Generation/Vocal Jazz, NWHS Jazz Band and NWMS Select Singers 
 
Sponsored by Dr. & Mrs. Robert Abel  
and WaNee Medical Walk -In Clinic  

Mark's Ark Animal Act 

 
Sponsored by J&N Stone and Utilimaster Corporation  

Free ~ Contests with CASH PRIZES! 

Wakarusa's Got Talent ~ Sponsor:  Henschen Oil  

Adult & Kids "Minute Will Win It" ~ Sponsor: Richmond's Feed Service  

Bed Race ~ Sponsor:  WaNee Medical Walk - in Clinic  

Pedal Pull ~ Major Sponsor: Schwartz Electric  
Supporting Sponsors: Monteith Tire & S&S Auto Restoration & Collision 
LLC 

Cross Cut Saw Contest ~ Sponsor: Lechlitner Plumbing & Heating  

Baby Olympics ~ Sponsor and Host:  Bible Baptist Church  

Platinum 

Bible Baptist Church 

Countryside Insurance 

D&M Automotive 

Dr. James & Sylvia Miller 

Gale & Ardythe Sayers 

Grandma's Pantry 

GVC Mortgage 

Hartman Electric, Inc. 

Kindig & Sloat 

Larimer Furniture 

Lechlitner Plumbing & Heating 

Martin's Custom Butchering 

New To You Resale Shop 

Pro IT Solutions 

S&S Automotive Restoration and Collision 

Studio 119 Hair Salon 

The Tax Man 

Wilson Print & Graphics LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Sawyer 

  

Copper 

Cook's Pizza 

Thompson Landscape Co. 

Featured at the New (2nd) Entertainment 
Tent on West Waterford St. 
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Welcome New Member - The Crossing Educational Center 

Crossing Educational Center  
Kristie Cerling, Principal -  Region 2  
451 N. Main St.  
Nappanee, IN  46550  
574 -221 -2016   F: 574 -221 -2021     kcerling@crossingcec.com  
www.crossingeducation.com  
The Crossing opened itôs 1st school in Goshen in 2003 and 11 schools since, including a Nappanee 
campus this year, located at 451 N. Main.  The Crossing provides alternative education for high 
school students who do not do well in the traditional school setting, which includes internships with 
local businesses.  The Crossing is a faith based organization that provides a holistic approach to 
education.   

     Coalition of Chambers United! 

  

Chamber representatives from LaPorte, St. Joe, Kosciusko,  Elkhart 
and Marshall Counties have been formally meeting once a month for 
many years and are determined to stay united for the good of all.  
ñCounty lines need to 
be porousò stated Phil 
Penn, Elkhart Cham-
ber President/CEO.  

Counties CAN work together and not step on each 
others toes and this is what needs to happen to 
grow and maintain the North Central Indiana Region.  
Why go to Timbuktu for a service that your neighbor 
can provide?   
 
Representatives from the Economic Development 
Corporation of Elkhart County also attend coalition 
meetings and have the willingness and desire to 
work regionally.  They are working on an extensive  
data base of products/services provided in Elkhart 
County and hopefully expand to the region so    
companies can connect with each other.   

 

www.wakarusachamber.com  

Clockwise around table:   
Michael Seitz, President Greater LaPorte; David Daugherty, President-

Goshen, Kyle Hannon, VP Public Policy/Media Relations, Elkhart; Bill 

Davis, President & Larry Balsley, Ex. Director Bremen, Deb Shively, Ex. 
Sec. Wakarusa, Denise Polachek, VP Development, Kathy Cardwell VP 

Administration & Phil Penn, President/CEO, Elkhart, Nick Kieffer , VP 

Goshen and Mark Dobson President Warsaw/Kosciusko  

Each Chamber takes a turn hosting the Chamber 
Coalition on the 2nd Monday of each month.   
 
The Wakarusa Chamber will host the group in  
September.  The Elkhart Chamber hosted the  
January meeting  at Calabria, by the 6 span bridge, 
in Elkhart.   
 


