
  

 

 

The committee did not realize they were asking life long friends 

to help with the Annual Chamber Dinner but Guest Speaker 

Chuck Freeby and Emcee Vince Turner go way back.  Being in 
ñsports broadcastingò they have worked 

together and become great friends.   
Being comfortable with each other made 

the evening very comfortable and  

pleasant for everyone.   
 

The award presentations are always a highlight of the evening.  

Historically the 3 businesses awards were labeled: small, medium 

and large, this year however, we decided not  to look at employee 

numbers but to continue to honor three businesses whom throughout the year have  

demonstrated exceptional support to the Wakarusa Chamber and Community.  Our 3  

business awards went to Seifert Drugs, New To You Resale and Waterford Street 

Family Medicine .  The New Business award went to Subway . Educator of the Year was 

Fred Myers , NWMS, who has been with WaNee for 36 years and Friends of the Chamber:  

Randy & Jill Hughes who used their ñGreen Thumbsò and gardening knowledge to make 

Wakarusa ñBloomò this summer.   

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Haus Hakim, Seifert Drugs; Dr. John & Tricia Foster, Waterford Street Family Medicine;  Shannon 
Fisher & Heather Lindsley, Wakarusa Subway; Fred Myers, NorthWood Middle School; Sharla & 
Shane Weldy, New To You Resale; Jill & Randy Hughes, Friends of the Chamber. 

Chamber Banquet: ûFriendsü made if FUN! 

Chamber Newsletter 
O C T O B E R  ~  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1 

UPCOMING   

ACTIVITIES: 

¶ Fri. Oct. 21 Nelsonùs 

BBQ at SR 19 & CR 

40 in support of 

Wakarusa Ballpark 

11- 6 PM 

¶ October 27th  

Town Halloween 

Party 6 - 8 PM 

¶ Town Trick or  

Treating 5 - 7 PM 

¶ Millerùs Senior  

Living Trick or 

Treating 5 - 6 PM 

¶ Nov. 19th -  9- 5pm  

possible  

Wakarusa  

Chamber  

Businesses  

Christmas Open 

House ~ Wakarusa  

ûBlingsü in the 

Holidays     

YOUR INPUT 

NEEDED! 

WAKARUSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Mark Your  

Calendar 

Chamber Coalition:     Chamber  & Economic Development Executives from LaPorte, Kosciusko, Elkhart, St. Joe and Mar-

shall Counties meet once a month (@ 25 of us). These meetings are VERY informative!  On 10-10 Jeff Rae (St. Joe) 
hosted the group at the Pfeil Innovation Center, South Bend whose vision is for our REGION to become known for 

having everyone immersed in Innovation education and leadership where all sectors of our communities learn and grow 
together.  FYI - this resource is for US.  For $150.00 per person. you can attend a 2 day workshop that intends to  RE -INVENT 

and Revitalize your company, your project, your non-profit, your strategic thinking.  I also learned that a database of 

ñwho manufactures whatò in the Region is getting closer to being available.  Cooperation and working as a REGION is the 
trend right now in business obtainment and retention.   Let me know if I can investigate regional resources for you.   



PA G E  2  New Chamber Member 
Thank 
YOU 

for  
Decorating  

A  
Lamppost!  

Meet Your Chamber Neighbors at Larimer Furniture  
Dave &  Diane Hess:  

ñAmerican Madeò.  Havenôt we all struggled with buying  ñAmericanò 
made products?  We set out with good intentions but everything we 

find has that little sticker on it .  I was so glad to be reminded that all 
the sofas at Larimer Furniture Store are made in Indiana, Virginia, 

Michigan or Wisconsin. This is why at Larimerôs  you can find a 

sofa you like and order it in ANY FABRIC  that suits you !   
 

Dave and Diane started working at ñLarimerôsò 30 years ago when 
Dianeôs father purchased the former Lienhart Furniture store (1981).  

After they started working in Waky, they wanted to move here.  
ñBack then you couldnôt find a house for sale in Wakarusaò stated 

Dave but eventually it worked out.  Dave and Diane bought the  

Furniture Store in 1991.  Diane stated ñIt takes a lot of work to own your own businessò.   
Indeed, and to raise two children in the meantime.   Dave and Diane have two children:  

Jim & Arika, both of whom are married, live in Elkhart and parents of 5 year old boys.  The 
Hessôs grandchildren, Gavin & Brennan, were born only 2 months apart.   

 

Asking what they do ñoutside of workò  became comical with the answer being, ñwe work at 
homeò,  ñYou donôt get much time off keeping store hours and working every Saturdayò. But 

babysitting was really at the top of the list.  I had to ask what is was like to work together 
all the time (at work and at home) and they indicated that they just enjoy it and enjoy be-

ing with each other.   
 

Before I left I had to try a couple of the Mattresses out.  Again - AMERICAN 

MADE!  ñRestonicò - Made in Michigan and known for having a pillow-top on 
both sides so you can flip it and have it last longer.    You know, as with all Lo-

cally Owned Businesses, they wonôt carry the ñcheapestò products because they 
are not going to sell you ñjunkò, but you will find - good, quality products at a 

good price!  Kudos to Dave and Diane for the longevity of their business, espe-

cially in these tight economic times and Thanks  for all the support you give to 
the  

Chamber and Community! 
 

Check out their website:  http://larimerfurniture.com/index.html  

Just for fun:     Can you recall the motto from their TV commercials?  
Answer online or on last page!  :)  

C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

 ~Alliance Marketing 

~ Cookôs Pizza 

~ Pro IT 

~ Dr. Weldyôs Assoc. 

~ J&N Stone 

~ KeyBank 

~ Millerôs Senior Living 

~ Rieth Rohrer Ehret           

     Lienhart Funeral Home 

~ Wakarusa Elementary                                      

             School 

~ Wakarusa Public  

             Library 

~ Waterford Street 

        Family Medicine 

~ Interra Credit Union 

~Wakarusa Pre School 

~ Bearôs Auto Repair 

~ Richmond Feed 

          Service 

~ Waky ñCò Store 

~Thompson Lengacher     

     Yoder Funeral Home 

~ Countryside Insurance 

 

Perfect Sunny Day for 

Pumpkin Tree Topping 

October 6th! 

MMDesign  
Michael Miller  
207 S Elkhart St.,  Wakarusa, IN   
862 -7982/574.226.2295      info@mmdesignsite.com    www.mmdesignsite.com  
 

Mike offers professional design services at an affordable cost.  He specializes in branding 
companies to help increase sales .  Mike has been designing for over 10 years and for the 

past several years decided to take a shot at freelance designing.  As his clientele increased this 
year, he decided to go out on his own to provide better service to his current and future  

clients!  He designs websites, brochures, fliers, logo design, business cards, CD covers, Com-

pany Branding Packages and any other design related products.    
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There are ñstoriesò behind the tiny handprints on Cookôs windows and Pro ITôs 

lamppost - stories of a job change, missions and hope!  Jon Andrews will make a 
job change Jan. 1st to a fulltime Ministry Position with Tinyhands International.   

His leading into this decision is ñDivineò.  Being led to channel 34 on a boring TV 
night airing a show about Human Trafficking, to not being able to eat or sleep for  

2 nights and then led to the Refrigerator, not to finally eat, but to notice a 

ñTinyhandsò pamphlet someone had given him.  After gifting to that mission, the 
mission worked its way into Jonôs heart and spread thru his church where $13,000 

was raised to support a Border Monitoring Station where on a daily basis 
ñDaughters of Nepalò are intercepted and protected from becoming victims of sex trafficking.   Jon will serve as the  

Director of Mid-West Development for Tinyhands including everywhere east of the Mississippi.    
Jon is happy to speak at churches, small groups, large groups or one-on-one about this mission. 

Jackie and Natalie Cook and Narissa Miller spearheaded the fundraiser at Cookôs and Pro IT.  So far 

the effort has been very successful.  Stop by and add your support!  
Go online www.tinyhandsintl.org or contact  

Jon at jandrews@tinyhandsintl.org  for more information.  Gifts of any 
amount are welcome!   Jon has a current goal of 150 yearly sponsors at $25.00 

a month. All gifts are tax deductable and auto deducts can be set up.  

There are 6 stories of hope on Pro ITôs lamppost.  Many more online! And MANY 
MORE to be written!     

Search Tiny Hands International on Facebook and Twitter also!   

60th Anniversary for Halloween/Fall Party!!  1951-2011  

In celebration of the 60th year -  we encourage you to 
"celebrate the fall season" Thursday, October 27th!  Many 
new events have been added along with old favorites!    
~Town trick or treating 5 - 7  
~Miller's Senior Living trick or treating 5 - 6 
~Downtown Activities 6 - 8 which include   
Costume Contest, Cake Walk, Carnival Games,  
Merchant Trick or Treating, Cotton Candy &  
Bag toss game. 
~free cider & donuts!   

~ Adult/Family Theme Costume Contest!  
 
 

Trick or Treat 
DOWNTOWN Chamber   

Merchants! 
               5 - 6 PM 

Wakarusa Library  
Cookôs Pizza 

Mom & Me Floral  
Boutique  

Wakarusa Pro Hardware  
Larimer Furniture  
Druôs Jewelry 

Dress for the Decades  
Costume Contest!  

A Big Heart Supports Tinyhands   

TASTE A SAMPLE of Maple Syrup made fresh this year at the 

Chamber Office! I have plenty for sale. Prices range from $3 to $38.   

Itôs delicious!!!    Speaking of Maple Syrup - the 2012 Maple Syrup 

Festival is only 6 meetings away!!  Scary when you put it that way!! 

But at least SPRING WILL BE HERE!!   THANKS SO MUCH TO 

ALL WHO HAVE SENT SPONSORSHIP FORMS IN!  



www.wakarusachamber.com  

                 Wakarusa òBlingsó in the Holidays ~ November 19th ~ 9am - 5pm  
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Richmondôs Feed Service is 
expanding into the former 
ñGrandmaôs Pantryò space.  
Lots of work has taken 
place and lots yet to do but 
boy is it going to be a NICE 
addition!!    

 
 

ALSO: 
Josephineyôs Photography has a studio in Downtown Wakarusa above Latchguard/Moyer Electric 
and will be hosting an Open House Soon!!    Make sure you visit her website and Flickr 365  
projecté.  You can connect via Facebook!!   Or copy and paste below:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/josephineyphotography/sets/72157625724268858/  
 
Thanks for this one!!  
 
 

Celebrate and Congratulate! 

We sell the best for less in Downtown Wakarusa.   

           Iôve received some response but need more!!   Here is a recap: 

¶ The Christmas Treasure Hunt has ran itôs course 

¶ Other small towns do their Christmas promotions in November 

¶ Women are the targeted audience 

¶ Jewelry ñBlingò  is the marketing theme  
It is suggested to all who want to participate to highlight something ñBlingò related. 

Hosting a crafter of jewelry into your store should be easy (I hope and why I need to know  

ASAP to contact people).  Asking them for an item to raffle in your store as payment is suggested. 

¶ Marketing by Chamber/Map of participants, press releases, fliers, facebook. Web-

site,e mails and possible newspaper ad and directmail service.  
¶ Business outside of downtown CAN participate!!  Hopefully participants will follow the 

whole map!! And if I have enough time!!  It can highlight the ñblingò each store has 

to offer!  With PHOTOS!!             Contact me ASAP!!      



 


