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UPCOMING   

ACTIVITIES:  

 Sept. 26th    

Annual   Chamber     

Appreciation  

Banquet 

The 2011 Marching 

Band, Football Team 

and Cheerleaders were 

introduced at the An-

nual Ice Cream Social 

held in  

Beautiful Downtown 

Wakarusa August 5th!  

A record “22”  

gallons of delicious 

Cook’s Ice Cream was 

served!!!! 

WAKARUSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Mark Your  

Calendar 

Josephiney Photography 
Joanne Kaser, Photographer 
214 E. Wabash Ave.  
574-862-0688 
josephineyphotography@gmail.com        
www.josephineyphotography.com  
 
Joanne obtained a Bachelor of Arts  
degree from Indiana University and worked 14 years in advertising & graphic 
design/marketing.  For the past 8 years she has focused on wedding & life-
style photography.  She provides artistic, nostalgic, contemporary and modern 
vintage photography.  She has lived in Wakarusa for 3 years now and “loves 
this wonderful little town that boasts Americana”.  Joanna is ready for  
Wakarusa to know that she is in business.  She has competitive prices and  
provides her clients with edited  images on a disc with a print release.   Treat 
yourself to a look at the beautiful photos on her website and become her 
friend on Facebook! 

Time  
To 
Think 
About 
Decorating 
A Lamp Post 

1st Annual Golf Scramble - Friday, Sept. 23rd 
9 am shot-gun start 
McCormick Creek - Nappanee 
Registration due by September 16th 
$220 per team/$55 per person 
Contact: Lt. Tim Hershberger (574)320-1654 
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Meet Your Chamber Neighbor 
The Wakarusa Chamber represents much more than a list of “Wakarusa 

Businesses”  Behind each business name you will find hardworking  

people who are in this community for the sake of the community.   YOU, 

our friendly, family owned business owners, are more than “business 

owners” YOU are friends, family, moms, dads, grandparents.  YOU have 

hobbies and passions, struggles and successes, good ideas, hope and 

dreams!   Meet Your Chamber Neighbor is dedicated to “You”, the person 

behind the Business!      

Thank 
YOU 

Wakarusa  
4-H  

Boosters! 

Meet Your Chamber Neighbor at RV Transport Pro 
Meet Kristin Braun, & Autumn 
 

Autumn is a beautiful 3 year old 
Catalina Macaw owned and loved 
by Kristen Braun (owner/operator 
of RV Transport Pro).  Kristen had 
a desire to own an exotic bird for 
about 20 years "but waited  
patiently until the time was right" 
which was a few years ago.   
Kristen was volunteering at the 
Scidmore Zoo in Three Rivers, MI 
when they inherited a most diffi-
cult Blue and Gold Macaw that 
seemed to only take to Kristen.  
Kristen took to the books, studying 
all about the Macaw making sure 
that out of the all species of  
Parrots – the Macaw would be a 
good fit for her, and decided:   
Autumn ,  an 11 month old Catalina Macaw, fit the bill.   Watching them interact 
during the interview I had to ask if raising Autumn was like raising a child.  They 
have this loving, trusting relational vibe between them.  Kristen stated, "Very 
much like a child.  A three year old with a can opener on their face." Meaning, the 
Macaw can chew wood and shred paper with their powerful beak.  Autumn uses 
her beak, however to crack open nuts, give kisses and pull Kristen's hand away 
when she plays peek-a-boo.  Autumn craves attention, "she hates being ignored" 
so Kristen uses that as the tool for instructing and disciplining the 3 year old bird.   
At the age of 5 - 7, Autumn will show a lot more maturity, "and not be so naughty 
if she is trained right as a juvenile”.  Kristen is working on teaching her to break-
dance and wave.  Autumn requires 4 - 5 hours of attention a day, including a 
shower, and every 90 days is put to sleep to have her beak &  toe nails dremeled 
and her wings clipped.  Life expectancy for Autumn is 80 years, so long term 
planning is also a must.   Autumn eats bird food but also enjoys nibbles of people 
food, everything from donuts to steak and french fries.    

C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Christoper Kidd 

Dr. Abel 

Dean & Laianada Schieber 

Rolland & Sandra Eby/
Lookwell Farms 

Thompson Lengacher Yoder 
FH 

Cook Cone & Sundae 

Dr. Weldys Associates, Inc. 

Wakarusa Hardware Inc. 

J&N Stone, Inc. 

Schwartz Electric 

Michiana Dairy Vet/Dr. Zell 

Kindig & Sloat 

Pro IT Solutions 

Invite Kristin 
and Autumn 
to speak at 

your School, 
Civic Group 

or  
Not-For-

Profit!  
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Autumn is definitely a part of the Braun family.  Kristen feels very strongly 
about communicating the level of commitment that is required in owning 
an exotic bird and has provided educational programs at many schools in 
lower Michigan, where she resides.  Kristen wants our area schools and 
civic groups to know she is available to give free educational presen-
tations with Autumn also because, as she demonstrated, "exotic birds are 
not meant to be pinned in a cage and looked at", they thrive on loving     
attention and trusted relations.  In her spare time, Kristen enjoys art and 
photography.  She has enjoyed traveling all 

over the world and taking photos.  She has her own coffee table book 
forming in the back of her mind.   
 

Now you know a little bit more about your "Chamber Neighbor" from RV 
Transport Pro.  Give Kristen a call if you would like her and Autumn to 
give a presentation for your church, civic group, non-profit group or 
child's school.  574-862-1240     

Stephen Schmidt - Schmidt Furniture, Cabinetry & Gift and so much more… 
 

Stephen's 35 year old Furniture business has been located on Nelson's 
Parkway in Wakarusa for 11 years.  If you have never stopped in, you need 
to!  It is way more than a cabinet shop.  The showroom is filled with can-
dles, cards and other unique gift items.  Stephen and his wife, Rosetta, have 
6 children and 8 grand-children.  My first acquaintance with Stephen was 
years ago when he and his family shared their music ministry at Union 
Center Church of the Brethren.  If you have never heard his group sing, you 
need to!  Stephen was born with music in his heart, he can remember 
the first song he ever heard on the radio. He plays the fiddle, guitar and the 
dobro (see photo).  In 1988, the Schmidt family started their singing minis-
try at local churches and jails, they still perform at Putnamville Correctional Facility once a year.  In 

1990 he recorded his first album with this wife, sister and brother in-law.  Since then 
he has published 2 more on his own and just this summer, published his first album 
with a label (Lifeline).  A representative from Lifeline Publishing saw them perform 
at a venue in Pennsylvania and asked them to do a recording.  "This is a small label but 
it is still a step in the right direction", Stephen stated.  This album "Conley-Schmidt & 
First Love ~ Sweet Memories" contains 5 songs written by Stephen Schmidt & Orie 
Conley.   Orie & Sharon Conley and Nelson Miller are  
featured on the album with Stephen and Rosetta.  This 

album will be available on Amazon.com, Itunes & CDBaby.com soon but 
many of his previous albums can be found there now!  I was surprised 
that the Schmidts' could live locally and pursue their music career.   Orie 
Conley acts as the groups booking agent and the group makes many long  
distant weekend trips, but Wakarusa/Goshen is home.  They make trips to 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Ohio and Pennsylvania, and are working on a tour in 
Florida this winter.  Stephen's son Leonard (25, married to Jesse and resid-
ing in Goshen), keeps the business going when Stephen is away.  Not only the 
Furniture store but also the Bed & Breakfast that the  Schmidt family 
owns.   Their Rose Lane Farm Bed & Breakfast is  

dobro 

Meet Your Chamber Neighbor at Schmidt Furniture & Cabinetry  



12 New WaNee Teachers were treated to lunch 
(donated by Lake City Bank prepared by DalMar) at the 
Nappanee Center,  Monday, August 1st.  Chuck Grimm, Nappanee His-
torical Society, gave a brief history of how the “Nappanee Center” came 
into being and highlighted a few of the displays.  The “Chamber Gift 
Bags” are always a favorite among the new teachers.  Among the Thank 
You cards we received I quote, Ȱ) ÁÍ ÂÌÏ×Î Á×ÁÙ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒÍ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 
and generosity shown to the new teachers today. It made me very proud of 
this Communitiy that I have grown up in.  I count it a privileged to contrib-

ute to the legacy that has been established in the WaNee 
3ÃÈÏÏÌÓȱȢ     Thanks again to all who participated from 
Wakarusa: 
Advance News, Bible Baptist Church, Dr. Neal Yoder, 
Dru’s Jewelry, Interra Credit Union, J&N Stone, Jessco, 
KeyBank, McDonald’s, Miller’s Merry Manor, Monteith 
Tire, Richmond’s Feed, Schmidt Furniture, Utilimaster, 
Wakarusa Convenience Store, Wakarusa Pro Hardware, 
Wakarusa Public Library, Eli Kuhns.   

www.wakarusachamber.com  

Thanks, to both Kristen and Stephen for spending time with meé.  

I hope you look forward to more stories like this in the future. 
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Dr. Robert Abel 

Wakarusa Walk-In Clinic 

Patty Baker 

Utilimaster 

Dan Bearss 

Alliance Marketing  

Eric Brown 

Brown & Brown Gen. Cont. 

Wakarusa Chamber Board of Directors 
Todd Scheets 

Wakarusa Electronics 

Troy Schwartz 

Schwartz Electric, Inc. 

Scott Tuttle 

Livinõ Lite RV  

Tim Weaver 

Barnes & Thornburg 

Scott Mattern 

KeyBank 

Lois Meissner 

Community Representative 

Jennifer Neely 

Richmond Feed Service 

Bart Rice 

WaNee Community Schools 

Jon Flickinger 

Interra Credit Union 

Cindy Hill 

Millerõs Merry Manor 

Nadine Lengacher 

J&N Stone 

Michelle Marks 

Bearõs Auto Body Repair 

"booked most every month except January and February".  Stephen does the 
"Booking and Cooking" and Rosette does the "Cleaning and Greeting".  Stephen 
is also a board member and treasure of the Wakarusa Jamboree, held the 1st  
Thursday of every month at the Wakarusa Middle School, where bluegrass music 
lovers gather for a free jam session. 
 

I left the interview amazed that with 6 children, 8 grandchildren, 2 businesses and a 
music career taking off,  Stephen could fit me in his schedule but concluded that he 
has a gift for balancing all the activities he values in his life which includes being an 
active member of the Wakarusa Chamber.   
For more information visit:   www.conleyschmidt.com! 

Chamberõs Welcome New Teachers! 


